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Happenings

 RiverSea Plantation Service 
Club supports DSS, food pantry 
RiverSea’s Welcome/Social Committee held its Family Holiday 

Trim-A-Tree Social on December 8, which helps support The Bruns-
wick County Department of Social Services (DSS) Foster Children 
Program. Unwrapped gifts were donated, along with gift cards to help 
brighten the holidays for local children. 

Also, RiverSea Community Cares service club held a food drive in 
November, raising $400 along with a large donation of canned goods, 
which was donated to the Southport-Oak Island Interchurch Food 
Pantry.

Denholm’s Wife:
 A True Story

by Joyce Keating 
(Outskirts Press, Inc., 2012 )

Andrew 
Cole Vann

Andrew Cole Vann, son of Deb-
bie and Bill Vann of Southport, 
has recently completed eight 
weeks of basic training and ten 
weeks of Military Police school in 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

Andrew is a graduate of South 
Brunswick High School and a 
member of the N.C. National 
Guard.

In service

Elliott Denholm 
was a colorful British 
actor who appeared 
in popular movies 
such as“Raiders of the 
Lost Ark,” “Trading 
Places,” and “A Room 
With a View.” His 
sister-in-law,Joyce 
Keating, has written 
a very interesting, 
emotional story about 
her closest friend and 
sister, Susan Elliott. 

Of course, there are traces of Denholm’s 
career throughout her book, 
Denholm’s Wife. Yet, 
this is the 
true story 
of the tragic 
but immense 
love connection 
between two 
sisters.

Denholm was 
good to his wife 
Susan, but he was 
not always faithful. 
He led his admir-
ers to believe that he 
was slowly dying from 
cancer, but the true di-
agnosis was AIDS. Even 
though he was suffering 
from AIDS because of his 
infidelity, Susan stuck by 
him to the very end. After 
his  death, Susan began to 
drink heavily. She sought 
solace in a bottle.

Joyce Keating, her sister, 
tried in vain to get help for her 
morose sis. Joyce lived in New  
York City, while Susan had homes in 
London, England, and Ibiza. It was 
often difficult for Joyce to witness 
Susan’s falls, etc. as a result of her over-
drinking. Susan was slowly dying. “Why 
couldn’t I help her?” was the question 
that plagued Joyce.

As a writer, Keating uses a flashback 

technique which keeps the nonfiction ac-
count moving  nicely. For example, in the 
beginning she alludes to a serious incident 
that certainly mars her sister’s life, which 
has become tragic and confusing to those 
who love her.

I think the basic theme or idea that Ms. 
Keating wishes to convey is her loving 
bond with her sister... her ally. Yet, she also 
tells of times when she can’t reason with 
her at all.

Joyce and Susan’s mother’s ashes were 
thrown into our own Cape Fear River. 

Therefore, prior to her demise, 
Joyce alludes to Southport 
and our coastal communi-
ties.

Keating’s sense of humor 
is a plus for her as a writer. 
This touching, tragic story 
needs this intervention 
of humor.  In a sense, 
Keating’s book is a 
farewell tribute to her 
closest buddy. Often,

Joyce can hear 
Susan calling her 
“Joycie Woycie” or 
telling her “Night-
night, sweetheart, 
night-night.” 

Even though 
Denholm’s 
Wife is sad, at 
times I really 
enjoyed read-
ing about this 

unique bond between 
sisters. It’s a fast read which 

truly held my attention. It’s a sensitive 
account of sisterly love.

Joyce Keating hails from a rather large 
family, and studied the art of creative 
writing at Georgetown University. This 
memoir, Denholm’s Wife: A True Story 
is her first book published. She resides on 
the East Side of Manhattan with her life-
partner, Mike, and is currently working on 
her next book.

Denholm’s Wife: A True Story  is avail-
able at amazon.com.
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It was cold enough to snow on 
Fish Factory Road last week.

At least at one house.
Pam Bumgardner, a 40-year 

resident who moved here from 
Illinois when she was 18 years 
old—and has been battling ovar-
ian cancer for more than two 
years—has always loved snow. 

And it just so happened that 
her sister, Belinda Crawford, 
who lives in Varnamtown, was 
driving by a house near Shallotte 
last week and saw snow in the 
yard. She said she’d seen snow in 
the yard periodically.

Knowing her oldest sister’s love 
of the flakes of crystalline water 
ice that falls from clouds, Craw-
ford had been trying to find a 
way to bring snow to her. She’d 
searched online and had not 
been successful, but when she 
saw the snow last week, she de-
cided to stop at the house.

Crawford spoke briefly to the 
woman who lives there and told 

her of her desire for her sister 
Pam to see snow again. As she 
explained, the woman said, “You 
can stop right there—we’ll get 
you some snow,” said Crawford.

After plans were made, Craw-
ford went home and called her 
sister. “I wanted to surprise her, 
but I couldn’t wait,” she said.

She let her two grandsons 
break the news.  

“You’re going to get snow to-
morrow!” they yelled into the 
phone.

Bumgardner said she couldn’t 
understand them, but once 
her sister explained that snow 
was coming, she started letting 
people know—like her pastor, 
Charles Drew.

“She called and told me, ‘Well, 
it’s going to snow at my house,’” 
Drew said, so he made plans to 
come see it, as did many others.

Last Tuesday afternoon, Brian 
Higgins, owner of Beachway 
Rentals and Services and Beach-
way Service Center in Ocean Isle 
Beach, arrived to make Bum-
gardner’s winter wonderland a 

reality.
His show machine is composed 

of a pressure washer, an air com-
pressor and a few other parts. “I 
saw it on Dateline five or six years 
ago and did a little research, so I 
bought my own pieces and made 
my own snow gun.”

She asked if he made snow for 
others as a business, and he ex-
plained he does it primarily for 
his six children at their home.

“It’s all about the enjoyment of 
it,” he said, “for folks that enjoy 
snow.” And it definitely brought 
enjoyment to Bumgardner.

“Snow brings out the child in 
me,” she said with a laugh. 

She said she wished her son, 
daughter-in-law and two grand-
daughters in Georgia could have 
been in town to see it snow, but 
she would enjoy it while it was 
there.

“A lot of people move here to 
get away from (snow), but that 
wasn’t my intention,” she said. 

Bumgardner, who is unable to 
travel, was thrilled to have the 
snow brought to her and had her 
chair moved to the window so 
that she could enjoy it.

“I would’ve never dreamed I 
would see snow,” she said.

 Now she is looking for a medi-
cal miracle.

“God has been so good to me, 
and my family and the church 
have been so supportive,” Bum-
gardner said.

Last week, she received a sur-
prise gift from a new friend, the 
man she calls “Mr. Snowman,” 
who wanted to do something 
special for a special person.

“It’s all about paying it for-
ward,” Higgins said. “It’s always 
about giving back to the com-
munity.

“And this is about her.”

Ladies Guild seeks 
flea market donations

 

The Ladies Guild of Sacred Heart Catholic Church annual Flea Mar-
ket is set for 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, February 8, and items are 
being sought for donation.

Persons who are interested in donating items for the sale including 
appliances, toys, jewelry, tools, books, furniture, videos, kitchenware 
(no clothing or plants), may drop them off from between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. at the church’s social hall from February 3 through February 7.  

For larger items, arrangements for early drop off or pick up may be 
made now through February 7 by calling Marsha at (910) 383-6790.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church is located at the corner of N.C. 211 and 
Dosher Cutoff in Southport.

Higgins (right) spoke with Bumgardner’s stepfather Guy 
Bolander (left) and mother Lorene Bolander (center) as 
the snow blew in her yard Tuesday evening.
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The joy snow can bring

Our highly anticipated  
2014 Bridal Guide edition hits 

stands on February 12th,  
which means there’s still time to 

advertise your business in this popular special section. 
This year’s edition will be in a glossy magazine format.

Call (910) 457-4568 to reserve your space.

Save the Date: The last day to advertise is 
Friday, January 24th.

www.stateportpilot.com

 Color
Full page ................................ $630
Half page ............................... $330
Quarter page ......................... $165
Eighth page ........................... $100

Here Comes the Guide...
Reserve Your Advertising 

Space Today!
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www.FishyFishyCafe.com

Menu • Specials • HD Web Cam 
Sun –Thu 11am – 8:00pm  • Fri – Sat 11am–9:00pm

Live
Music

Performing 
6:30 – 10:30

in The Fishbowl

Friday

Heather 
Skipper  

saTurday
The Dennis Walton Band

CloSeD StartingJanuary 21stfor annualrenovations


